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Paint Lick, Kentucky (1905-1984) 

 

by James Paul Todd 

 
Because of the unique manner in which the James A. Todd farm was maintained as a 

family operation, I have decided to record some of the interesting highlights I am aware of 

for the younger generations. 

 

My dad, James Anderson Todd, like his father William before him, were both real dirt 

farmers. My summary will be limited to the farm my father began in January of 1905 when 

he purchased the original 155 acres. It was there in 1906 that he built the homestead on a 

hill overlooking the Paint Lick Creek. He had previously owned two small pasture farms 

nearby before purchasing the homeplace. Dad spent much of that first year clearing some 

of the woods of virgin oak trees and hauling the logs to the sawmill. From the lumber 

obtained from these logs, he built the house, a large stock barn, and a utility building for 

grain and tools storage. The utility building had closed sheds on two sides for buggies. He 

must have had lots of help from his brothers, most of whom lived close by. 

 

In early 1906, Dad moved the family from the old Boatwright house on Walnut Meadow 

Creek, in Madison county, to the new home in Garrard county, less than a mile away. At 

the time the family moved, it consisted of Dad and Mother, and children Anna Jane,age 

14, William Steven, age 11, Edward Morris, age 9, and David Boatwright, age 6. My 

brother Joseph Joplin and myself were born in the new house. Also accompanying the 

family to the new home was our aged grandmother Hunt (mother of Glatha Jane Todd). 

She died in November of 1908 and is buried with her husband John Hunt in the old 

Boatwright cemetery.   

 

At first, the operation of the farm consisted of strictly a privately owned business. Later, 

dad began a partnership arrangement with his brother George. Dad ran both a livestock 

and grain operation and together they shared in purchasing the first McCormick grain 

reaper, first corn planter, and other farm equipment that I can recall. They continued this 

arrangement until each was able to afford their own equipment, at which time Uncle 

George sold his farm near us and moved to Paint Lick next to the old school. Dad 

continued adding to his original farm land until by the time the farm was sold, it consisted 

of some 500 acres in Garrard and Madison Counties, straddling both sides of Paint Lick 

Creek. 

 

As Dad increased the size of the farm, he was able to obtain some farm tenants to assist in 

the work load. I knew personally most of these men who devoted most of their interests to 

raising tobacco on a share basis. They were provided housing as an incentive to have them 

nearby to assist in the other farm work, including the other crops such as corn and wheat, 
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fencing, clearing land, and helping with the cattle. Dad usually worked along side of the 

hired help directing them in whatever needed to be done. 

 

Of course Dad also had the help of us five boys before and after school, until we left for 

college or outside jobs. He did not insist that his sons remain on the farm, rather was 

willing and anxious that they all obtain a higher education. He paid most of their college 

expenses from his own farm income. Only Morris, who started work outside before 

college, was able to pay his own way. The depression of 1929 was a contributing factor 

for the boys to take outside jobs. I was the last one of the boys to leave the farm in 

December of 1933. My brother Morris continued to help dad on a part-time basis, and in 

1935 after dad’s health broke, he assumed full management of the farm in addition to his 

full time profession as a banker. 

 

Following dad’s death in August of 1936, in lieu of an estate settlement, a family 

partnership was established with each of the seven survivors, including mother as equal 

partners. Thus no estate settlement was made and the farm continued to be operated as 

“James A. Todd  Heirs”. After our mother died in 1950, a new partnership with the six 

survivors was established. When my brother David died in January of 1966, his share of 

the partnership was willed back to the partnership of “James A. Todd  Heirs”. 

 

In December of 1975 this partnership was closed out and replaced with a small business 

corporation, under Sub-Chapter S of the Kentucky State law. As before, the estate was 

kept in tact and each of the surviving heirs received 100 shares of stock in the corporation. 

The stock was transferable upon the death of any share holder. The corporation was 

entitled “Todd, Todd, and Todd, Inc.”.  Edward Morris Todd was elected President of the 

Corporation and continued in that position until his death in February of 1991.In April of 

1980, my sister Anna Jane died, leaving her shares to the Corporation. In September of 

1980, my brother Joseph died, and then in October of the same year, my brother William 

Steven died. In both cases, their shares in the Corporation passed to their respective 

widows.  

 

Following my retirement from the U.S.Government in New Mexico, I moved back to 

Kentucky in April of 1978 and began co-managing the farm together with Morris. In July 

of 1983, Morris suffered a disabling tractor accident and I took over the full responsibility 

of the farm without making any major changes. In 1984, after considering all of the facts, 

including my own health and the absence of any heirs to take over the responsibilities of 

the farm operation, we made the hard decision to sell the farm at auction together with all 

equipment and personal items belonging to the estate. Morris and the other share holders  

were all in agreement with this decision. The sale was held on March 17, 1984 by the Veal 

& Veal Auctioneers of Nicholasville. By the end of 1984 the Corporation was completely 

closed out including the distribution of the sale proceeds to the share holders. 

 

I close by noting that the estate of my father, James A.Todd, was finally settled 48 years 

following his death in 1936. After all those years, no problems of any kind were 

encountered with the final settlement, either with the Federal or State Governments, or 



with any of the heirs. Thus, the James A.Todd  Farm that began in 1905 passed into 

history after 78 years of operation. To God be the glory. 

 

 

 

 

 


