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"But ye shall receive Power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you,
and ye shall be Witnesses unto me; or You shall receive the Power of
the Holy Ghost coining upon you." (Acts 1:8)

 

            THESE words are the more remarkable, because they are the very
last words in the conference between the Son of GOD and his beloved
apostles, immediately before his ascension into heaven. In the third verse
of this chapter, St. Luke says, he discoursed with them, touching the
kingdom of GOD: that is, not only touching his spiritual kingdom, which
he sets up in each particular Christian, and which begins at our
regeneration, and is consummated in glorification; but also touching his
mediatory and monarchial kingdom, which, in the time appointed of his
Father, he should set up in the world, " When he should have the heathen
for his inheritance, and the uttermost ends of the earth for his possession
and all people, and nations, and languages should serve him, and he
should reign from sea to sea, and from the river to the world's end."

            This was the sum of CHRIST's discourse with them, and the
apostles were fully satisfied touching the thing, only they were
unsatisfied touching the time. For besides, that the setting up of this
kingdom of the Messiah in the power, beauty, and glory of it, was at that
time the common discourse and expectation of all Israel; the apostles
themselves remembered many prophecies and promises of the Old
Testament, for the restoring the kingdom of David; and this they thought
CHRIST would have done in the days of his flesh; but presently, all their
hopes were blasted by his death. But when they saw, him risen again
from the dead, then their hearts were revived into their former hopes; and
yet seeing nothing done all the time he conversed with them after the
resurrection, when now he was ready to ascend into heaven, they desired
him, first, to resolve them this question," Whether or not he would at that
time, restore the kingdom to Israel?"

            Now CHRIST does not deny the restoring of the kingdom to



Israel, but denies to acquaint them with the time when it should be done.
He tells them, " It was not for them to know the times and seasons, which
the Father had put in his own power," ver. 7.

            But though the Son did not reveal to them what the Father had
kept in his own power, yet he tells them what the Father had promised
unto them, and what he had also put into his power, and what he would
certainly perform ere long; and that was, the gift of the Spirit; saying, "
But ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and
you shall be witnesses to me:" as if he should have said, Do not you
trouble yourselves about secret things, which shall not be accomplished
in the world, till many years after you are fallen asleep; but do you mind
your present business, wherein you are to serve GOD in your generation.
Your present task is to be witnesses unto me, in Jerusalem, and all Judea,
and in Samaria, and to the utmost parts of the earth;. to declare and make
known what you have heard, and seen with your eyes, and looked upon,
and your hands have handled of the Word of Life. You are to testify to
the world my incarnation, doctrine, miracles, life, death, resurrection, and
my kingdom and glory, that is to come. You are to make known to the
world, the high and deep, the great and glorious mystery of CHRIST and
the Gospel; and that you may be fit for this great and weighty work, " you
shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you."

            From these words, we shall note in general, two things; and then
something more particularly. 1. The first general doctrine is this: that as
CHRIST will not suffer his disciples to be tempted above their power, so
neither to be employed above their power; but he furnishes them with
power sufficient, both for their temptations and for their employments;
for their sufferings, and for their doings. And as soldiers, that are under a
wise and careful commander, when they are near an engagement, are not
suffered to run rashly upon the enemy, nor permitted to go forth to battle
till they are armed, and mounted; so CHRIST would not suffer his
disciples to go forth in his warfare, to encounter so many evils,
oppositions, and persecutions, and the whole power of the world and of
the devil, till first he had armed them with the power of the Holy Spirit: "
Ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost is come upon you."
CHRIST always gives unto all those whom he sends forth, of his own
power, for his own works; heavenly power for heavenly works, spiritual
power for spiritual works, the power of GOD to do the works of GOD.
Indeed CHRIST gives unto some a greater measure of power, and to



some a lesser, according as he intends to use some in greater works and
difficulties, and some in lesser; but still they have of CHRIST's power,
whether more or less, who are employed by CHRIST; and a little of that
power that is communicated by CHRIST, will enable a man to do great
things, far greater than the world suspects or imagines.

            2. Note, that St. Luke being to speak in this book of the acts of the
apostles, of the propagating, enlarging, and governing the Christian
church, does first make mention of the pouring forth of the Spirit, and
that both upon the apostles, and afterwards upon the disciples;. signifying
hereby, that there is nothing so necessary, for the increase and well-
ordering of the true church of CHRIST, as the pouring forth of the Spirit.
And therefore they are altogether deceived, who think the increase,
preservation, establishment, and order of the church of God, depend
especially upon the councils, decrees, and constitutions amen; and that
without these, the Church of GOD would soon come to disorder, yea, to
utter confusion; as if CHRIST and his Spirit sat idle in heaven, and had
left the whole business of his church to men, and the sacred power
confirmed with the secular, were abundantly sufficient for the increase
and well-ordering of the church; in the mean time, not regarding the
promise of the Father, or the pouring out of the Spirit by the Son.

            And now from these general things we proceed to the words more
particularly. " Ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost is come upon
you." And here we may note two things. 1: What he promises them, and
that is power; you shall receive power. 2. How they should be made
partakers of that power, and that was, by the Holy Spirit's coming upon
them.  The point we will insist on from both, is this: that the receiving of
the Spirit, is the receiving of power. Till we receive the Spirit, we are
altogether without power; and when we receive the Spirit, then first of
all, do we receive power; power from on high. By nature we are all
without strength, weak, impotent creatures, utterly unable to do any thing
that is truly and spiritually good. For by nature we are nothing but flesh, "
for that which is born of flesh is flesh, and all flesh is grass," a fading,
withering, and decaying thing, together with all the flowers of it; that is,
the perfections and excellencies of it. But when we receive the Spirit, we
receive power; for the Spirit itself which is given us is power, and that
both in itself and in us. 1. The Spirit is power in itself; for it is one GOD
with the Father and the Son, co-essential, co-equal, co-eternal; and so as
CHRIST is the power of GOD, so also is the Spirit the power of GOD;



yea, the Spirit is the GOD of power, as well as the power of GOD. So
that the Spirit is power in himself essentially, and he that partakes of the
power of the Spirit, partakes of that power, which is GOD.

The Spirit is power in us, by being in us. 1. A Spirit of knowledge; for
the Holy Spirit teaches us to know " the things that-are freely given to us
of GOD;" yea, he teacheth us to know what sin is, and what
righteousness;. what death is, and what life; what heaven is, and what
hell; what ourselves are, and what GOD is; and these things he teaches us
to know otherwise than other men know them. In a word, the Spirit
teaches a Christian to know all things; that is, to know GOD, and the
kingdom of GOD, and all the things of both; all other things being
nothing in comparison of these. Thus the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of
knowledge in us, and so of power; for knowledge is the strength of a
roan. Whereas an ignorant man is a weak man, you may carry him
whither you will; but knowledge renders a man strong and immoveable.
And in all things wherein the Holy Spirit is a spirit of knowledgs in us, he
is also a Spirit of strength.

 The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us 2. A Spirit of
truth. And so the Spirit is, because it does not only lead us unto the truth,
that is, unto the Word, which is the only truth, but also the Spirit leads us
into the truth, and the truth into us, till we and it become one by an
inseparable union. The Holy Spirit takes a believer, and leads him into
one truth after another, till at last it leads him into all truth. Now wherein
the Spirit is a Spirit of truth to us, it is a Spirit of power; for through the
truth we learn from the Spirit of truth, we arc steadfast and immoveable,
among different and contrary winds of doctrine. Whereas, on the
contrary, the true ground why so many are seduced and overcome by
errors and heresies, is, because they have taken up their religion only
from man's teaching, and have received their opinions from men; and so
what one man has taught, another man can unteach; yea, if we be led to
the truth itself only by man, man can again lead us from it. But he that
has been led into the truth by the Spirit of truth, is immoveable among all
doctrines. And thus also the Holy Spirit by being a Spirit of truth, is a
Spirit of power in us.

             The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us 3 A
Spirit of wisdom; and so it is, because it makes us wise with the wisdom
of GOD, wise upon earth, after the rate of heaven, wise to salvation.



There is no man wise without the Spirit of GOD; for the wisdom of
carnal men is but foolishness before GOD, but the wisdom of the Spirit is
heavenly wisdom. And this wisdom of the Spirit is the strength of a
Christian; the more he has of it, the more mighty he is, both in all his
doings and endurings. It is said, Eccles. 9: 15, " That there was a poor
wise man delivered a small city from the power of a mighty king," and
therefore Solomon concludes that " wisdom is better than strength," for it
can do greater things than strength can. Solomon asked wisdom of GOD
above all things, for the strength of his government; all government
without this, being but weak and brittle. Thus wisdom contributes
strength to us, whereas we say of a man that wants wisdom, he is a weak
man; and so the Holy Spirit being a Spirit of wisdom in us, is also a Spirit
of power.

 The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us 4. A Spirit of
faith. For faith is a work of the Spirit of power; and no' less power would
work faith in us, than that which raised up CHRIST from the dead. So
that whoever truly believes by this faith, of the operation of GOD, is
sensible in his own soul of the self-same power that raised CHRIST from
the dead. And thus the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of faith in us, and so of
power. For faith carries a man out of himself to CHRIST; and so, through
the power of faith, he is able both to do and endure the self-same things
which CHRIST himself did and endured. Hence CHRIST says, " All
things are possible to him that believeth;" so that a believer has a kind of
omnipotency, because by faith he lays hold upon the power of GOD; and
all things are possible to the power of GOD, and so all things are possible
to a believer. And hence Paul says, " I can do all things through CHRIST
that strengtheneth me;" this CHRIST that strengthened him, was the
power of GOD; and this power of GOD is not a finite power, but an
infinite, not a particular power, but an universal; and so can do, not some
things only, but all things; and so also can all they who are truly partakers
of it by faith.

            Again, a Christian, through the power of faith, is able. not only to
do, but also to suffer the same things that CHRIST himself suffered. Now
the sufferings of CHRIST were the most grievous and intolerable to
nature, that ever were. For how did CHRIST for the present, as it were,
lay aside his divine nature, that he might suffer in his human! and how
did he suffer in this, the whole weight and condemnation of sin to the
very utmost, and the whole wrath of GOD to the utmost, and all the



sorrows of death, and the pains of hell, to the very utmost! and among all
the sufferings, had not the least drop of comfort either from heaven or
earth; and yet through the power of the Spirit, he endured and overcame
all. And so each Christian is able to endure and overcome the same evils,
by the same power; and therefore Paul desired to know CHRIST truly,
and not only the power of his resurrection, which any one would desire to
know, but also the fellowship of his sufferings, which flesh and blood
trembles at, yea. and to be made conformable to his very death. And thus
a believer through faith, is enabled both to do and endure the self-same
things which CHRIST himself did and endured; and the Holy Spirit, by
being a Spirit of faith, is a Spirit of power in us.

             The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us 5. A
Spirit of righteousness; and so he is two ways: First, in regard of
mortifying sin. For the Spirit of GOD dwelling in us, is not idle in us, but
continually active; and so from day to day mortifies sin. And this is the
proper work of the Spirit in our flesh, to destroy out of us whatsoever is
contrary to itself; and that is, every sin, lust, and corruption. Now our sins
are our weakness, a man's pride and passion, and envy, and covetousness,
and lust, and intemperance, and every sin is his weakness. And the Holy
Spirit, by being in us a Spirit of righteousness, mortifies and destroys all
our sins, and so takes away our weakness. And, Secondly, as the Holy
Spirit is a Spirit of righteousness in us, in regard of mortifying sin, so
also in regard of imparting grace to us; for all grace is the fruit of the
Spirit in our flesh; and as all light is from the sun, so is all grace from the
Spirit. Now every grace is so much strength in the soul; faith so much
strength, hope so much strength, love so much strength; and so humility,
and patience, and temperance, and Godliness, and brotherly kindness, and
all other graces, are so much strength; and according to each man's
measure of grace, so is his measure of strength; and according to each
man's measure of the Spirit, so is his measure of grace. And thus the Holy
Spirit, by being a Spirit of righteousness, is also in us a Spirit of power.

 The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us 6. A Spirit of
the fear of the Lord; and so he is, by representing GOD to us in his
glory and majesty, according as he has revealed himself to us in his
Word; from which knowledge of GOD springs his fear. For what is the
reason that the men of the world fear not GOD, but sin securely against
the great and glorious GOD every day? The reason is, because they know
not the Lord. Now the Spirit comes and reveals the Father in the Son, and



presents GOD to the soul, through his Word, in his infinite and eternal
power, and justice, and wisdoms and truth, and faithfulness, and love and
mercy, and shines to the soul in each attribute of GOD; and when a man
sees GOD by his own light, and knows him by his own teaching, then
does he begin truly to fear GOD, and the fear of GOD is his strength. For
he that fears GOD, is free from all other fear; he fears not men of high
degree, nor men of low degree, nor the united power of all the creatures;
he fears not with the fear of other men in their evils, but in the midst of
all fearful things, he is without fear, because " he sanctifies the Lord of
Hosts in himself, in his heart, and makes him his fear and his dread." And
by this means, amidst all evils, he has admirable confidence, because he
knows that no evil can befall him from any man, or from any creature, till
first it be the will of GOD; and also, that whatever evil befalls him,
according to the will of GOD, it shall work for good unto him in the end.
Thus the fear of the Lord is a Christian's confidence, and a believer's
strength; whereas he that fears not GOD, fears every thing; yea, not only
real, but imaginary evils; and as evils multiply his fears, so his fears again
multiply his evils, till at last he be swallowed up of both. But the Holy
Spirit being in us a Spirit of the fear of the Lord, is also in us a Spirit of
strength. 

The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of power in us, by being in us  7.A Spirit of
love and unity. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of love and unity in the
GODhead; the bond of love and unity between the Father and the Son.
Now what the Spirit is in the GODhead, he is the same in the church of
GOD, and that is a Spirit of love and unity: for why is there such constant
love and unity between the members of the same body, but because one
Spirit runs through them all? And so there is such constant love and unity
between all believers, because one Holy Spirit runs through them all. And
hence we may take, notice of a remarkable difference between nature and
grace; for nature of one makes many; for we all, who are many among
ourselves, even a whole world of men, were but one in Adam; but grace
of many makes one; for the Holy Spirit, which is as fire, melts all the
faithful into one mass, and makes of many one body; yea, it makes them
one, in the unity of GOD, according to that of CHRIST, John 17: 27, "
that they all may be one, as You, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us:" mark the words, for they are wonderful; " that
they all may be one;" that is, that all believers, who are many among
themselves, may be all made one. One! How one? " As You, Father, art
in me, and I in thee;" that is, as you and I, being two persons, are yet but



one GOD; after this highest example of unity, let them be made one in us.
You may see in the Acts, how the multitude of believers, after they had
received the Spirit, " were of one heart and one soul." 

And this unity of believers is their strength; and when GOD shall take
away all prejudices, suspicions, jealousies, particular ends and interests,
divisions, separations, and schisms, that are among his own people, and
the people of GOD shall be reduced into this blessed unity among
themselves, and the Lord be one, and his name one, among them all, then
shall the church also be of invincible power. " So that all they that strive
with it shall perish; and all they that war against it shall be as nothing;
yea, then shall the Lord make the church as a new sharp threshing
instrument, having teeth, and it shall thresh the mountains," (that is, the
kingdoms of the world,) " and shall beat them small, and shall make the
hills," (that is, the lesser common-wealths,) " as chaff." But till the church
of GOD attain to this unity, it shall not do any excellent thing, it shall not
work any notable deliverance in the earth, neither shall the inhabitants of
the world fall. When the Spirit of GOD shall be a Spirit of unity in the
faithful, and shall heal all the sad dissensions that are now between'them,
then also shall it be a Spirit of admirable power in them. And thus much
for the explication of the point.

            The use is twofold. The first is, to exhort all men, every where, to
endeavor to partake of this supernatural, spiritual, and Divine power of
the Holy Spirit, which is certainly communicated to all the faithful. And
let no man think it is a thing indifferent, whether he have this power or
not; but know, that the having of this power of the Spirit is of absolute
necessity, and that both for ministers and for all other Christians.

             There is a necessity of this power of the Holy Spirit for ministers;
and to them this place does chiefly relate. For, first, if ministers have not
this power of the Holy Spirit, they have no power at all. For CHRIST
sent them only as his Father sent him; and so CHRIST never gave unto
them any earthly or secular power, no power of swords or prisons, no
power of outward constraint and violence. CHRIST gave them no such
outward and worldly power for the enlargement of his kingdom, as not
being at all suitable to it. For his kingdom is spiritual, and what call
carnal power do in a spiritual kingdom? His kingdom is heavenly, and
what can earthly power do in a heavenly kingdom? His kingdom is not of
this world, and what can worldly power do in a kingdom that is not of the



world? And though Antichrist and his ministers have usurped such a
carnal, earthly, and worldly power to themselves, in their pretended
managing the kingdom of CHRIST, yet the faithful ministers of CHRIST
cannot. And therefore seeing the ministers of the Gospel have no power
from beneath, they must needs have power from on high; seeing they
have one fleshly power, they must needs have spiritual power; seeing
they have no power from earth and from men, they must needs have
power from heaven, and from GOD; that is, the power of the Holy Spirit
coining on them, or else they have no power at all.

            Secondly, the ministers of the Gospel must needs have this power
of the Holy Spirit, because otherwise they are not sufficient for the
ministry. For no man is sufficient for the work of the ministry, by any
natural parts and abilities of his own, nor yet by any acquired parts of
learning and knowledge, but only by this power of the Holy Spirit; and
till he be endowed with this; notwithstanding all his other
accomplishmentss he is altogether insufficient. And therefore the very
apostles were to keep silence, till they were endued with this power: they
were to wait at Jerusalem till they had received the promise of the Spirit.
Yea, CHRIST himself did not betake himself to the work of the ministry,
till first the Spirit of GOD came upon him. Now if CHRIST himself and
his apostles were not sufficient for the ministry till they had received this
power from on high, no more are any other ministers whatsoever. For, as
I said, it is not natural parts, and abilities, and gifts, and learning, and
eloquence, that make any man sufficient for the ministry, but only the
power of the Holy Spirit coming upon him. So that whoever is destitute
of the Spirit of power, is; insufficient for the work of the ministry.

            For, 1. without this power of the Spirit ministers are utterly unable
to preach the word; that is, the true, spiritual, and living word of GOD.
For to preach this word of GOD requires the power of GOD. One may
speak the word of man, by the power of man, but he cannot speak the
word of GOD, but by the power of GOD. And CHRIST himself, in all his
ministry, spoke nothing of himself, in the strength of his human nature,
but he spoke all he spoke by the power of GOD; and without this power
of GOD he could not have spoken one word of GOD. And so, in like
manner, no man is able to preach CHRIST but by the Holy Spirit, which
is the power of GOD. For CHRIST is the power of GOD, and can never
be represented but by the Holy Spirit, which is the power of GOD. So
that it is not an easy thing to preach CHRIST, the power of GOD; yea,



none can do it aright, but by the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon
him.

            And, 2. without this power of the Spirit, ministers are unable to
preach the word powerfully. They may happen upon the ontward word,
yet there is no power in their ministry; their ministry is cold, and there is
no heat in it; it is weak, and there is no strength in it. without men have
received the power of the Spirit, there is no fire in their preaching. Their
ministry is unlike the ministry of Elias, whose ministry was as fire; and
unlike CHRIST's, whose ministry made the disciples' hearth burn within
them; and unlike the apostles, who, having received this Spirit, were as
men made all of fire, running through the world and burning it up.
without this Spirit a man's ministry is cold, it warms the hearts of none, it
inflames the spirits of none, but leaves men still frozen in their sins.
Again, it is weak, and has no might in it. Where is no strength in a
ministry where there is no Spirit. Whereas when men have received the
Spirit, then their ministry is a powerful ministry; as Paul, 1 Thess. 1: 5,
"The gospel came to you not in word only, but in power and in the Holy
Ghost;" and therefore in power, because in the Holy Spirit. And again, 1
Cor. 1: 4, " My speech and preaching was not with the enticing words of
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power." Where you
see the Spirit and power in the work of the ministry are always conjoined,
as the sun and light are; and that ministry that is in the Spirit is always in
power. And being in power it is always effectual, either to convert men,
or to enrage them; and the enraging of men, is as evident a sign of the
Spirit of power in a man's ministry, as the conversion of men. 

Whereas a cold and dead ministry, that is destitute of this power, cloth, as
we use to say, neither does good nor harm, neither converts nor enrages,
neither brings in righteousness, nor destroys sin, neither kills nor
quickens any, but leaves men in their old temper for many years together,
and never stirs them. But the ministration of the Spirit and power is
operative and mighty, and carries all before it. And though evil men will
ever be murmuring and wrangling, opposing and contending against such
a ministry, yet they are never able to resist the wisdom and spirit of it.
And therefore let them that will needs be striving against such a ministry
know, that they strive against more than a mere man, they strive against
power from on high, against the greatest power that ever GOD put forth;
against the power of CHRIST himself and his eternal Spirit, and so they
shall never be able to prevail against this power, but shall surely sink



under it. But to return:

            3. Without this power of the Spirit, as ministers are not able to
preach the word, nor to preach it powerfully, so neither are they able to
hold out in their ministry, and to carry it on strongly against all
opposition. Peter and John preached the gospel, but presently the rulers,
and elders, and scribes straitly threatened them, and commanded them
not to speak at all, nor to teach in the name of JESUS. Now if the
apostles had wanted this power of the Spirit, they would presently have
been awed, have quitted the field, and you should have heard no more of
them. But having received this power, all the threatenings of the
magistrates could not deter them from the discharge of their office: but
they said, " Whether it be right in the sight of GOD, to hearken unto you
more than unto GOD, judge ye." I would to GOD that the unjust
commands of all secular powers whatsoever might be not otherwise
obeyed, than this unjust command of the rulers was by Peter and John;
and that no man would dare to yield more obedience to the creature than
to the Lord of all. For no magistrates in the world have any power to
forbid the preaching of the everlasting gospel, which GOD has
commanded to be published to all nations for the obedience of faith. And
if they should forbid it, yet herein ought we to know no more obedience
than Peter and John did here. We ought to obey GOD, and to make
known the whole mind of GOD, after the example of Peter and John,
who, having received this power of the Holy Spirit, held on against all
threatenings and punishments. Whereas, without this power, they would
soon have fainted and failed, and never been able to have gone through
with their work.

            4. Without this power of the Holy Spirit ministers are not able to
reprove the world. For no man, by his good will, would provoke the
enmity of it against himself. And therefore flesh and blood will never
reprove the world of sin, but allows it, and countenances it in sin. But "
the Spirit, when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin." When a
man has this power, presently he bids defiance to the whole world, and
provokes the whole world against himself. And this no man either can do,
or dares do, except he be first endued with this power of the Spirit. And
therefore says Micah, chap. 3: 8, " I am full of power by the Spirit of the
Lord, and of judgment and of might, to declare unto Jacob his
transgression, and to Israel his sin." The world, and all other things,
cannot endure the declaration of its evil ways. And therefore it is



exceedingly offended, yea, and extremely rages against the faithful
teachers of the word; as the examples of all the faithful teachers of the
word of GOD in all ages declare. Yea, and CHRIST himself testifies
touching himself, " therefore the world hates me, because I testify of it,
that its works are evil." And all teachers are not of that strength and
resolution, to contemn the hatred and fury of the world. Nay, the most are
quite overcome with the prosperity of this present life, and with the desire
of friends, and riches, and preferment, and so are ministers in whose
mouths are no reproofs, though " the whole world he in wickedness."
Thus they escape the rage and violence, and obtain the favor of the men
of this world. And thus weak and unworthy are all those men, who are
only endued with their own spirits.

            5. Without this power of the Spirit, they are unable to wrestle
with, and overcome the devil, whose subtilty and wrath, malice and
power, they must needs encounter with, in the work of the ministry.
CHRIST, as soon as he was anointed by the Spirit to preach, " was
immediately led into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil," who
would fain have taken him off from the work of the ministry. But
CHRIST, endued with this power, overcame the devil. And CHRIST,
before he sent his apostles to preach the kingdom of GOD, called them
together, " and gave them power and authority over all devils;" and when
they returned, they told him, that the devils them-selves were subject to
them. They that were invested with this power of the Holy Spirit, were
able to wrestle with "principalities and powers, and the rulers of the
darkness of this world," and to tread SATAN himself under their feet.

            Thus you see what necessity all the ministers of the gospel have
of the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon them. For, without this
power, they are unable to preach the word, to preach it powerfully, and to
persevere in the course of the ministry; they arc unable to reprove the
world, to wrestle with and overcome the devil, and to suffer that
persecution which necessarily attends that calling. And so without this
power, they may minister to themselves, but they cannot minister to
others, the manifold grace of GOD; they may do their own work, but they
cannot do GOD's work; they may feed themselves, but not the flock of
CHRIST.

And, as the Holy Spirit, and the power of it, is necessary for ministers, so
also for other Christians.



            1. First, To distinguish them from reprobates; for, without the gift
of the Spirit, there is no difference between us and them. Moses differs
not from Pharaoh, nor Abel from Cain, nor Peter from Judas, in regard of
their substance, but the Spirit, which the one received, and the other was
counted unworthy of.

            2. To unite them unto CHRIST. The Spirit is the bond of union
between the Father and the Son in the GOD-head; and the same Spirit is
our bond of union with CHRIST, and makes us one with CHRIST, as
CHRIST is one with GOD, and unites us unto CHRIST in the unity of
GOD; for as CHRIST is one with the Father in the Spirit, so are we one
with CHRIST in the Spirit. For he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit;
and he that is not one Spirit with the Lord is not joined to him.

            3. All faithful Christians stand in need of the power of the Spirit,
as well as of the Spirit of power. (1.) To change their nature, which is
impossible to all power, but the power of the Spirit. It would be a great
power to change clay into gold, but it is a greater change that is wrought
in a Christian. For the power of the Spirit, when it comes into our flesh,
changes the nature of it. For it finds a man carnal, it makes him spiritual;
it finds him earthly, it makes him heavenly; it finds him darkness, it
makes him light in the Lord; in a word, it finds him nothing but a lump of
sin, and makes him the righteousness of GOD in CHRIST. Thus the
power of the Spirit changes our whole corrupt nature, and makes it
conformable to the Divine nature; as fire makes the iron }n which it
prevails, like unto itself, communicating its owl nature to it. After this
sort the power of the Spirit changes our nature, and our nature cannot be
changed without it. But, without this power of the Spirit, we shall always
remain the same we were born; yea, our corruption will increase, till at
last it quite eats out that common good which GOD has given to every
one for the common benefit of mankind. 

          (2.) All Christians stand in need of the power of the Spirit, to
enable them to mortify and destroy sin. There is no power in our flesh
against sin, but all the power of our flesh is for it; and therefore it must be
another power that must destroy sin, and that can be no other than the
power of GOD's Spirit. And the power of the Spirit destroys the whole
body of sin, and each particular strong corruption. Each several influence
and operation of the Spirit being a several destruction of some sin or
other. For as the Spirit that is in us lusts after envy, or pride, or vain-



glory, or covetousness, or uncleanness; so the Spirit we have of GOD,
according to its mighty power, destroys all those sinful works of our
corrupt spirit, and mortifies all the deeds of our flesh. And this will
mortify them, according to the whole latitude of them. And as the power
of the Spirit' subdues the whole body of sin, so also it over-powers each
particular strong corruption, and keeps a Christian straight and upright in
the ways of GOD. Every man has some one corruption, to which by
nature he is more inclined than to another, and this is the bias of a man;
but the strength of the Spirit will over-power this. Even good men have
some flesh in them which is their bias, and carries them from GOD to
themselves and the world; but the strength of the Spirit takes away this
bias, and makes us take straight steps to GOD.

            (3.) All Christians stand in need of the power of the Spirit, to
enable them to perform duties spiritually. If spiritual duties be performed
carnally, in such duties there is no strength but weakness. For there is no
power in any duty, except there be something of the Spirit in the duty.
There is no more power in praying, nor in preaching, nor in hearing, nor
in meditation, nor in reading, nor in resisting evil, nor in doing good, nor
in any duty of sanctification, or of mortification, than there is of the Spirit
in them. And according to the measure of the Spirit in each duty, is the
measure of power in the duty. If there be none of the Spirit in a man's
duties, there is no power at all in them, but only weakness and deadness,
coldness and unprofitableness. If a little of the Spirit, there is a little
power; if abundance of the Spirit, there is great power; and that duty that
is most spiritual, is the most powerful.

            (4.) All Christians stand in need of this power of the Spirit, to
enable them to confess the word before kings, and rulers, and
magistrates, when they arc called there-unto. Whereas, without this
power they would tremble, and suppress the truth. For surely it is a very
hard thing for a man not to be daunted then, but to be immoveable, before
all worldly power and glory, and all the terrible frowns and threats of
mighty men. Now, says CHRIST, at such a time, be not troubled
beforehand, how, or what to say. For if you have CHRIST and his Spirit
in your hearts you cannot want words in your mouths. And the truth
which you profess is most glorious, when it is most naked; and therefore
be not fearful before-hand, no, nor careful, touching what you shall say,
for it shall be " given to you in that same hour." How so? " It is not ye
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that dwells in you." The Spirit of



truth shall enable you to speak the words of truth, when you are called to
it. And though you, it may be, are quite plain and mean men, and your
lips would be quite closed before such an assembly, yet GOD's Spirit
shall give you a mouth to speak even then. And he will give you not only
a mouth but wisdom too; such as all your adversaries shall not be able to
resist.

Lastly, All Christians stand in need of the power of the Spirit to
overcome afflictions and persecutions, from which it is impossible they
should be free, they being contrary to the world, and the world to them. A
man, who has no strength in himself, but his own strength, faints under
affliction and persecution; but the faithful have in them strength above
the strength of men, even the strength of the Spirit, and so they endure
and over-come. Our spirits are weak spirits, and are conquered by every
evil; but when they are strengthened by the power of GOD's Spirit, they
are, over all evils, " more than conquerors." And how much power we
have in persecution, to endure and overcome, so much of the Spirit we
have, and no more.

            And thus also have I declared unto you, what necessity all
Christians have of the power of the Spirit coining on them, as well as
ministers. And this was to strengthen the use of exhortation.

            The second use is for information and instruction. If receiving of
the Spirit be the receiving of power, then this clearly informs us, that the
way to partake of this power, is to obtain this Spirit; and the way to
increase this power, is to increase this Spirit's influences.

            1. The way to obtain this power is to obtain the Spirit. And that
we may obtain the Spirit, we must prepare ourselves to receive the Spirit.
Now this preparation does not stand  in sweeping the soul from sin, and
then strewing it with graces, that so we may be fit to receive the Spirit
For first, the sweeping of the soul from sin is not a work of our own,
before the coming of the Spirit, but a work of the Spirit itself after it is
come. For no flesh can clear the soul of one sin, rather it is the Spirit who
must do that. And, secondly, for the strewing of the soul with grace;
neither is this a work of our own, but a work of the Spirit itself, after He
is come. For the Spirit itself brings all grace with it, and, before the
coming of the Spirit, there is no grace at all. So that we cannot, by any
acts of our own, prepare ourselves to receive the Spirit; but only by the



Spirit we prepare ourselves to receive the Spirit. For it is not any work of
our own, upon ourselves, but the immediate work of the Holy Spirit upon
us, that can make us fit to receive him. Now the ordinary means, through
which the Spirit does this, are these three.

            First, the hearing of the word preached. The preaching of the
gospel is called the ministration of the Spirit, because it proceeds from
the Spirit, and conveys the Spirit to the soul. The Lord still joins with the
ministry of the word, that he may keep in our hearts the due respect of
this ordinance, and may preserve us from the ways of those men, who
seek for the Spirit without the word.

            The second means is faith in the word heard. For it is not every
one that hears the word that receives the Spirit, but only they that hear
with the hearing of faith. For if you hear the word a thousand times, and
wantest faith, you shall never receive the Spirit; for unbelief shuts up the
heart against the Spirit, and ever opposes and resists it. But faith opens
the heart to receive the Spirit. Now through these two things, the word
and faith, the Spirit communicates to us a new birth; it begets us unto
GOD; and so we, partaking of the nature of GOD, partake also of the
Spirit of GOD. They that are born of men have nothing in them but the
spirit of men; but they that are born of GOD, have the Spirit of GOD. "
That which is born of the flesh is flesh," and has no spirit in it; but " that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit, and has spirit in it. So that there is no
means to partake of the Spirit of GOD, but by being born of GOD; and
the ordinary means by which we are born of GOD, are the word and
faith.

            The third means is prayer: for CHRIST has said, " the Spirit is
given to them that ask." And the disciples, when they were to receive the
promise of the Spirit, " continued with one accord in prayer and
supplication," Acts 1: 14. And GOD, who has promised to give us his
Spirit, has commanded us to ask it. Now in asking the Spirit, there is no
difference whether we ask it of the Father or of the Son, seeing the Spirit
proceeds from both, and is the Spirit of both: and therefore CHRIST
promises the sending of the Spirit from both. From the Father, John 14: "
The Spirit which the Father will send in my name." From himself, John
16: " Except I go, the Comforter will not come; but if I go, I will send
him to you." And thus you see the way to obtain this power is to obtain
the Spirit, and also by what means this is done.



            2. The way to increase this power is to increase the Spirit. And
therefore it is as needful for us to know the means to increase the Spirit as
to receive it. And they, among others, are these:

            1. To continue in the use of the word. As the Spirit is first given
by the word, so by the same word it is increased; and the more any
Christian is in the use of the word, the more mighty is the Spirit in him;
but the neglect of the word is the quenching of the Spirit. Let a Christian
that is strong in the Spirit neglect the word awhile, and he will soon
become weak, and as a man without strength. For the Spirit is not
bestowed on us, but through the word, neither does it dwell in us, but by
the word; and the more the word dwells in our hearts by faith, the more
the Spirit dwells in our hearts by the word. And according to the measure
of the word in us is the measure of the Spirit.

            2. To increase faith. For the more we believe, the more we receive
of CHRIST; and the more we receive of CHRIST, the more we receive of
the Spirit in CHRIST. Always according to the measure of CHRIST in us
is the measure of the Spirit; and according to the measure of faith, is the
measure of CHRIST in us.

            3. TO be much in prayer. For the prayer of the Spirit increases the
Spirit. The more we pray, the more we receive the Spirit; and have daily a
greater and greater increase of it, till we are filled with the Spirit.

            4. To turn ourselves, daily from the creatures to GOD.  For the
more we enlarge our hearts towards the creature, the less capable are we
of the Spirit of GOD. Therefore we must live abstractedly from the
creatures, and so use them as if we did not use them; and abandon the
satisfactions of flesh and blood, and wean ourselves from all things but
the necessities of nature. And the more free and loose we are from the
creatures, the more capable are we of GOD's Spirit, and the operations of
it. He that lives at the greatest distance from the world, and hath least
communion with the things of it, has always the greatest proportion of
GOD's Spirit.

            5. To increase the Spirit in us, we must give up ourselves to the
Spirit, that he only may work in us, without the least opposition and
resistance from us. That as the soul acts all in the body, and the body
does nothing of itself, but is subject to the soul in all things; so the Spirit



may do all in us, and we may do nothing of our-selves, but be subject to
the Spirit in all its operations. For the Spirit of GOD cannot work
excellently in us, except it work all in all in us. And in such a man, in
whom the Spirit has full power, the Spirit works many wonderful things.

            6. The last means to increase the Spirit, is to attribute the works of
the Spirit to the Spirit, and not to ourselves. For if we attribute to the
flesh the works of the Spirit, and take from the Spirit the glory of his own
works, he will work no longer in us. Wherefore we must ascribe unto the
Spirit the whole of his own works, and acknowledge that we ourselves
are nothing; and that it is he only that is all in all, and works all in all; and
we ourselves, among all the excellent \works of the Spirit in us, must so
remain, as if we were and wrought nothing at all; that so, all that is of
flesh and blood, may be laid low in us, and the Spirit alone may be
exalted; first to do all in us; and then, to have all the glory of all that is
done.

            And thus you see the means to increase the Spirit, and so
consequently strength. And by the daily use and improvement of these
means we may attain to a great degree of spiritual strength, that we may "
walk and not be weary, and may run and not faint, and may mount upon
wings as eagles;" yea, and may walk as angels among men, and as the
powers of heaven upon earth, to his praise and honor, who first
communicates to us his own strength, and then by that strength of his
own " works all our works in us:" and thus is He " glorified in his saints,
and admired in all them that believe."
_______________________________________________________
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