
THE LOVE of GOD for ALL MANKIND 
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We can be sure that we will not be disposed to invite the wayward
transgressors to Christ, or reason with them, or bring to them the
overtures of the Gospel, unless we are convinced that God is
favorably disposed to them. Only if we are genuinely persuaded that
He will have them to be saved are we likely to make the effort.

If God does no If God does not love them it is hardly likely that we
will make it ou will make it our business to love them. Especially is
this the case wt this the case when there is so much that is repulsive in
the ungodlines  the ungodliness and sinfulness of Christ-rejectors.. No
doubt should b doubt should be left in our minds about this when we
are assured of t are assured of the reason why Christ would have us       

 " You have lll love our enemies.

“ You have heard that it was said,' Love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you
love those who love you, what reward will you get ? Are not
even the tax collectors doing that ? And if you greet only your
brothers, what are you doing more than others ? Do not even
pagans do that ? Be ye perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect." - Matthew 5:43-48 

The love of God is not confined to words only. He sends the
sun to warm the unrighteous and the rain to water their crops.
This benevolence which springs from God's goodness and love
is shown toward mankind as a body, to all men as a class, as it
says in the text cited above, " to the righteous and the
unrighteous". It is important to bear this in mind as a general
principle because of the difficulties that arise. For instance how
can we say God loves all men when the Psalms tell us that He
hates the worker of iniquity (Ps.5:5)? How can we maintain that
God loves all when Paul says that He bears the objects of His



wrath, being fitted for destruction with great patience
(Rom.9:22)? Even more how can we possibly accept that God
loves all men without exception when we survey the acts of
God's wrath in history ? Think of the deluge which destroyed all
but one family. Think of Sodom and Gomorrah. With so specific
a chapter as Romans one, which declares that sodomy is a
sign of reprobation, could we possibly maintain that God loved
the population of the two cities destroyed by fire ? How can we
possibly reconcile God's love and his wrath ? Would we deny
the profundity of this problem ? 

We can observe, however, that the co-existence of the
attributes of love and wrath is illustrated by our own experience.
We often experience love and indignation at the same time. In
fact the more we love people the greater is our indignation and
hurt when they sin. There is no question about the fact that love
and hatred run concurrently. We may dearly love friends while
utterly detesting their ungodly attitudes. If as limited mortals we
can experience this duality (I use that word for want of a better
one), how much more the infinite God whose ways and
thoughts are as high above ours as the sky is above the earth. 

If we look back at the deluge referred to, we will see that God's
wrath came after a long period in which opportunity was given
to repent. Peter tells us that Noah was a preacher of
righteousness and Genesis speaks of God's Spirit striving and
contending with men, and of the LORD being grieved, and his
heart being filled with pain (Gen. 6:3-5). The text suggests that
there was a limit of 1020 years to God's longsuffering before
the deluge (Gen. 6:3, 1 Pet. 3:20). 

Isaiah explains that the judgments of God's wrath come
because of disobedience and the violation of his laws (Is. 24:4-
6). There is a sequence of events; disobedience, warning and
entreaty to repentance, then further rebellion and guilt incurred
followed by yet further remonstrance and pleading to repent.
Again there is still more rebellion and transgression and still
more remonstrance, until at last the day of grace is sinned
away and nothing is left but God's wrath (Rom.1). When we
bear this in mind, we can understand that there are those who



at this moment are about to reap what they have sown. They
are workers of iniquity whom God hates. He has shown his love
to them but they have shunned him, and now there is no more
remedy. A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes
will suddenly be destroyed - without remedy (Prov. 29:1). 

Providing we make allowances for a wide variety of individuals
and different situations varying in degrees of sin and guilt, it is
correct to say that God loves all men. However, we can reject
that ridiculous saying used by some in soul winning efforts
when they say to an unbeliever, 'God loves you and has a
wonderful plan for your life'. The bypassing in this way of the
subject of sin and guilt, and the necessity of repentance, is
irresponsible. To say that God loves you, and if you repent and
trust in him, he will change your life, is correct. It is helpful to
recall the way in which our Lord spoke to the seeking rich
young ruler. He confronted him with the reality of the ten
commandments. He also showed him that the cost of
discipleship would, in his case, require the abandonment of his
love of his possessions and wealth.
 
The Benevolent Love of God Defined- Common Grace 

In a way we have defined this love already by calling it
benevolent love, a love that does good to its subjects. This is
distinguished from complacent love which is that love that
delights in its objects. The complacent love of God is promised
by our Lord to those who keep His commandments (Jn.14:
23,24). The more we are conformed to Christ the greater is
God's love of delight which comes to consummation in our final
redemption (Zeph.3:17, Mal.3:17). This love of complacency
can be called the love of adoption for it is expressed toward
and lavished upon the sons and daughters of God. They are
the subjects of His joy and pleasure (1 Jn.3:1,Rom.8:32). 

By contrast benevolent love is expressed toward those who are
antagonistic, the un-reconciled and the unrepentant. This love
of benevolence is described as ' the riches of His kindness' - a
kindness of ' giving you rain from heaven and crops in their



seasons'. It is a love which provides liberally so that the hearts
of men are filled with joy (Rom.2:4, Acts 14:17).
 
How extensive is this love of benevolence ? It is very great as it
brought about the giving of God's Son. ' For God so loved the
world that He gave his one and only Son' (Jn.3:16). The world
loved is the world in all the degradation and ugliness of its sin.
The love expressed by the term 'so loved' is a love so intense
that it was not deterred by the sinfulness of its objects. This is
the love referred to when Paul commends God's love, 'But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this, While we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us' (Rom.5:8). The marvel of God's love
is that in spite of his hatred and abhorance of sin his love could
overcome that. A rebellious world is hard to love, but to love
that world to such an extent as to give his one and only Son for
it, that is love indeed. Hence, 'so loved as to give', John 3:16
does not say that God loves all men alike and deals with all in
the same way. There are those who believe and those who do
not. There is a love of God which follows his love of
benevolence for this world of sinners as a whole which is a love
which irresistibly works salvation. God's electing love follows
his love of benevolence and achieves salvation in spite of all
the opposition and all barriers. 
There are a number of Scriptures such as John 10:11 in which
particularity is taught -' I lay down my life for my sheep' and
John 6:37, 'All that the Father gives me will come to me'. 

God's love of benevolence on its own does not save a single
person. For that reason it is equated with what is called
common grace. The word 'common' is used because it implies
something which is common to all men. The Greek word charis
meaning grace, with its Hebrew equivalent chen or channum,
means a favorable disposition or kindness. We understand by
the way the word charis is employed in the New Testament that
it is specifically favor exercised toward the undeserving, the
unworthy and those antagonistic toward it. An example is Titus
2:11, 'For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared
to all men'. That God should be kindly disposed to a world that
hates him so as to bring the Gospel of good news to them all is
gracious, and that he should go further and actually apply that



Gospel in such a way as to rescue men and transform them is
marvelous. The grand end of the whole scheme of redemption
is to display the glory of God's grace (Eph. 2:6). 

The connection between God's benevolent love and the
invitation of the Gospel
We have been seeing how God's benevolent love extends to
fallen mankind as a whole. We have seen that this is
demonstrated in the provision of fruitful seasons and benefits of
all kinds. Presently we will look at the riches of these provisions
and see how far reaching and extensive they are. Now
someone may well say that it is all very well to provide benefits
but what about the all important matter of salvation? Does God
desire the very highest good for man, that is his eternal
salvation? The answer to that question is provided in the
clearest way by the apostle Paul in Romans 2:4 where he
makes it plain that the object or exercise of the riches of God's
goodness applied over a long period of patience is that men
might come to repentance. 

There are other passages too in which the will of God is
expressed in unmistakable terms. He has no pleasure in the
destruction and punishment of the wicked (Ez. 18:32, 33:11). In
some passages what we call the optative mood is employed.
The optative expresses wish or desire. Let us look at some
examples. 

If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace
would have been like a river (Is. 48:18). 
If my people would but listen to me, if Israel would follow my
ways, how quickly would I subdue their enemies (Ps. 81:13). 
Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all
my commands always, so that it might go well with them and
their children forever! (Deut.5:29). 
If only they were wise and understood this and discern what
their end will be! (Deut. 32:29). 

Consistent with these expressions of goodwill we have the
tears of Christ which he wept over Jerusalem and his lament
over Jerusalem. 'O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the



prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not willing' (Matt. 23:37). By
these expressions, acts, and even tears, we are left in no doubt
that the desire and will of God is for man's highest good, that is
his eternal salvation through heeding the Gospel of Christ. The
invitations of the Gospel must be proclaimed and presented
with fervor commensurate with the goodwill of God. As was
suggested at the beginning, we will hardly be enthusiastic
about the salvation of men if God himself is not enthusiastic
and whole-heartedly concerned about it. 

How God's benevolent love or common grace was first
expressed 

The goodness of God to this fallen world is so great that it is
often completely misconstrued. Many argue that there is so
much goodness to be seen by way of justice, care, provision
and education that it is too much to believe that God's wrath is
upon a sin-cursed depraved world. Again many hold the view
that the criminal element, although increasing, is still a small
minority and that most people are decent, upright, reliable,
honest and kind. 

The Biblical response to that surely is that all the good
expressed in this world has our creator God as its source and
fountain. All benevolence flows from one source only and that
is the Father of goodness. This can be seen by going back to
the fall. When Adam fell, God could have cut him off
immediately. He did not. He punished him partially, postponed
his physical death and put him on probation as to whether he
would be spiritually saved or not. As the race multiplied, so sin
increased in extent and severity. Very soon the first murder
took place. Again Cain could justly have been executed
immediately but he was not. He was punished but at the same
time a mark was put upon him whereby others would be
restrained from killing him. Then in the same chapter (Gen. 4)
we learn that right from the beginning, fallen mankind was
endued with culture, music, skill in farming, and in industry,
even to the ability to forge tools out of bronze and iron.



 
The foundation of the exercise of God's benevolent love or
common grace
Following the flood, Noah built an altar and sacrificed burnt
offerings on it. The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said
in his heart; Never again will I curse the ground because of
man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from
childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as
I have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will
never cease (Gen. 8:20-22). 

All acceptable sacrifices in the Old Testament as types point to
the antitype, namely the one perfect sacrifice of Christ. I
conclude therefore that the post-diluvian covenant made with
Noah as the representative of mankind was based upon the
merits of Christ. 

This covenant with Noah bears a distinctively universalistic
character. It is cosmic in its proportions. It is made with every
living creature. All benefit from it who live under the sign of the
rainbow which arches over the whole world. 

This covenant can appropriately be called the covenant of
common or universal grace. It is essential that there be such a
covenant if God's wrath is not again to be poured out on a
universal scale as was the case with the deluge. There will be a
terminus or end of the world when all will be judged, but until
that time the terms of the post-diluvian covenant apply. 

That Christ's sacrifice is the basis of this covenant prompts the
observation that the innumerable benefits that accrue to all
men, saved and unsaved, elect and non-elect, accrue on
account of Christ's merit. The death of Christ not only secures
the redemption of all those the Father has given him but from
that death flows a river of secondary benefits and blessings
almost beyond computation. 
Having considered the foundation of common grace, it will be
helpful to open up the negative and positive categories in which



this universal favor is expressed, firstly as restraint from evil,
and secondly enduement with good. 

Restraint from Evil 

By means of working through conscience which is enlightened
by laws and by the example of others, sin is prevented from
breaking out in a way which would engulf mankind. It is not
difficult to imagine the holocaust to which we would all be
subject if God did not work in the minds and conscience of
souls everywhere. As it is, wars are always going on, tribe
versus tribe in Africa, the privileged versus the deprived in
Central and South American countries, civil war in Lebanon,
Iraq at war with Iran and by the time you read this, it is probable
that other conflicts unhappily will have broken out.
 
Jonathan Edwards expressed the truth about sin in man's heart
vividly but fairly when he wrote, 'There are in the souls of
wicked men those hellish principles reigning, that would
presently kindle and flame out into hell-fire, if it were not for
God's restraints. There is laid in the very nature of carnal men,
a foundation for the torments of hell: there are those corrupt
principles, in reigning power in them, and in full possession of
them, that are the beginnings of hell-fire. These principles are
active and powerful, exceedingly violent in their nature, and if it
were not for the restraining hand of God upon them, they would
soon break out, they would flame out after the same manner as
the same corruptions, the same enmity does in the hearts of
damned souls, and would beget the same torments as they do
in them.' " The souls of the wicked are in Scripture compared to
the troubled sea (Isaiah 57:20). For the present, God restrains
their wickedness by his mighty power, as he does the raging
sea, saying, "Hitherto shalt thou come, and no further," but if
God should withdraw that restraining power, it would soon carry
all before it." 

" Sin is the ruin and misery of the soul; it is destructive in its
nature; and if God should leave it without restraint, there would
need be nothing else to make the soul perfectly miserable. The
corruption of the heart of man is a thing that is immoderate and



boundless in its fury; and while wicked men live here, it is like
fire pent up by God's restraints, whereas if it were let loose, it
would set on fire the course of nature; and as the heart is now a
sink of sin, so, if sin was not restrained, it would immediately
turn the soul into a firey oven, or a furnace of fire and
brimstone." 

Let us say that everywhere and at all times, the Holy Spirit is
striving with men to prevent them from indulging in sin, striving
with them to subdue their passions, striving with them to repent
and believe in the Gospel. Everywhere and at all times the Holy
Spirit is at work in the rulers of this world, reducing the borders
of conflict, calming furies, cooling tempers, reducing tensions,
circumventing disasters, reminding leaders of the fatal
consequences of world war. Oh, where would we be now were
it not for him who works ceaselessly in men to restrain their
pride and their passion ? 

As a powerful means to keep order and stay violence, God has
given civil government to the nations (Rom. 13:1-4). Where
such order is absent, genocide is the order of the day.
Sometimes one group exterminates another without a trace.
Civil governments can become appallingly corrupt and abuse
their power, but if we sit down and list the ongoing active
programs of local governments, we will discover the scale of
their positive work to be enormous. Likewise the prevention and
discouragement of crime and evil by police and armed forces is
much greater than we imagine. We are commanded to pray for
kings and all those in authority that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives. Such conditions favor the prevalence of the Gospel
by which God wants all men to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4). 

There are some striking cases of common grace at work in
rulers. Take Ahab who for profligacy and wickedness had no
equal. 'There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to
do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife.
He behaved himself in the vilest manner' (1 Kings 21:25). 
Yet when Elijah denounced him and prophesied severe
judgment from God against him, he tore his clothes, lay in



sackcloth and went around meekly. Following this, we read that
the LORD came to Elijah and said, 'Have you noticed how
Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has
humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will
bring it on his house in the days of his son' (1 Kings 21:29). 

Another example is that of Sennacherib who derided the LORD
in a blasphemous way heaping insults upon him. Sennacherib
was restrained from this later to be assassinated by his own
sons while worshipping his idol god Nisroch. Note how this
monarch was dealt with: 'But I know where you stay and when
you come and go and how you rage against me. Because you
rage against me and your insolence has reached my ears, I will
put my hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth, and I will
make you return by the way you came' (2 Kings 19:27,28) .

A personal incidence of restraint which must surely illustrate
countless others is reported in Genesis concerning a ruler by
the name of Abimilech. He had plans to sleep with Sarah,
Abraham's wife. His guilt was reduced inasmuch as he had
been lied to by Abraham. He had been led to believe that Sarah
was Abraham's sister. Nevertheless, the Lord intervened to
prevent disaster and actually said to Abimilech, 'I have kept you
from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you touch her'
(Gen. 20:6). 

The bestowal of good 

Imagine yourself in charge of organizing a conducted tour of
this world for visitors from another planet. It would be possible
to arrange the tour in such a way that they would never think
this world to be subject to a cataclysmic fall. The best spots set
in exquisitely beautiful surroundings could be chosen:
universities and colleges, institutions of learning, parliaments,
libraries, seminaries, museums, research laboratories and
hospitals. The visitors could be shown some of the marvels of
science and technology and how these are being used to
harness power for noble ends. Then there is the sphere of
medical research, the care of the sick and needy. The visitors
could be taken to art galleries and treated to the best orchestral



concerts exhibiting the unity and harmony of highly skilled and
professional musicians. They might also be impressed by a
bird's eye view of the travel systems of this world, great ocean
going vessels plying the seas in a constant mission of supply;
jumbo jets in a patchwork of routes across the skies ferrying
hosts of passengers from nation to nation.
 
None of these noble, excellent and praiseworthy bounties of
God's benevolence are to be seen in the corridors of hell. There
is no love to relieve the ghastly rule of hatred in the habitations
of fallen angels. There is no love of benevolence restraining evil
and promoting good in the lake of fire. There in that lake writhe
the rebellious, tormenting each other, afflicted by the presence
of Lucifer who himself is subject to the eternal wrath of God.
There is no common grace in the domain of demons, no
culture, no soft music to soothe, no sympathy, no further
opportunity to repent. 

Also to be observed is the fact that when God removes his
restraints and his provisions of good, this world soon resembles
hell. Recall some of the atrocities of the last war, the gas
chambers and the exterminations of six million Jews. Not far
removed were Stalin's prison camps (The Gulag Achipelago) in
which millions perished. Nor have hideous barbarities ceased
since that time. We only need to recall the names of Cambodia,
Vietnam and Uganda to be reminded of man's inhumanity to
man. We should never take God's common grace for granted
and never account his goodness to our own credit. We must
never forget that it is of the Lord that so many are absorbed in
expending their energies on worthy projects which contribute to
the wellbeing of society. In this way, we are preserved from
many evil conspiracies. I believe that the coming day of
judgment in which things now hidden will be revealed, that we
will see then the remarkable extent to which mankind generally
and individuals in particular have been preserved from disaster. 

The bestowal of good has been referred to in general terms. It
will be helpful to refer to striking instances of this as reported in
Scripture. Recall Pharaoh's daughter who contrary to Pharaoh's
decree was happy to rescue Moses and bring him up in an



environment rich with common grace, by which he became well
equipped for his role as leader in later life. Pagan people are
capable of outstanding hospitality and generosity as we see
reported in the last chapter of Acts where Luke describes the
unusual kindness shown to the 276 who having just narrowly
escaped death arrived in a destitute condition. That reminds us
of 1 Tim. 4:10 which says that God is the Savior, meaning
preserver or sustainer, of all men, but especially of those who
believe. 

Important conclusions concerning the benevolent love of
God 

One writer referred to God's benevolent love or common grace
as 'earlier grace'. This suggests the idea of prevenient grace
that goes before or precedes. If the divine provision or
forebearance did not go before, how could there be salvation?
A major conclusion which I would make is that the preaching of
the Gospel throughout the world is possible because a time of
probation has been provided. During this probation God shows
his love, goodwill and sincerity, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance (1 Tim. 2:4, 2 Pet.
3:9). It is helpful to draw attention to these facts and to avoid
misunderstandings.
 
The most popular misunderstanding is that this goodness can
be taken for granted, that is to suppose from the goodness that
nothing is wrong (Rom. 2:4). The whole purpose of universal
common favor is to encourage repentance. Another very
popular misunderstanding is to think that man himself is the
author of this goodness. Look how kind and good men are!
Yes, we reply, it is a derived goodness and it is one which
without God has self at the centre. If man's goodness is
pleaded as a source of merit, it will be rejected as self-
righteousness in the day of judgment. A further observation is
that we should never take common grace for granted. We
cannot guarantee the continuation of peace and plenty. In
many countries there is drought and famine. God who can turn
a wilderness into a garden can also turn formerly fruitful places



into deserts. These somber facts all spell urgency. The time is
short. 

The common grace of God enables us to understand and
interpret world history. The Medes, the Persians, the Greeks
and the Romans were all proud possessors of vast empires.
These have all passed away but in passing have been used to
advance the Empire of Christ which will be eternal (Dan. 2:44).
All kingdoms and all Empires have their day and pass away
while Christ's kingdom gathers more and more disciples and
ultimately will triumph over all others. Often the Empires of this
world are used in various ways to promote or assist Christ's
kingdom. The Greek culture was so used particularly with its
rich language for the writing of the New Testament. God used
the Roman Empire to establish law and order and to provide a
fairly reliable network of highways and communications which
greatly facilitated the spread of the Gospel. It is popular now to
discredit the British Empire, and who could dispute some of the
evils which prevailed? Nevertheless, that era too has been
mightily overruled to the opening of lands for the entrance of
Gospel truth. This is true of many countries both large and
small which would otherwise have remained in darkness. For
instance, the fact that Nigeria, the most populous land in Africa
today has English as its common language is a tremendous
factor to assist the promulgation of the Gospel.
 
We should observe that the advance of learning and
technology, skill in linguistics, ability to translate and print, to
use radio, cassettes and video - all these involve common
grace. As there is enormous scope to exploit these media for
evil, so also there is enormous scope to harness them for
furthering the Gospel.
 
Finally, we should always be encouraged by the exquisite
beauty portrayed in creation teeming as it is with life and vitality
(Ps. 104:24, 25). It is as though God could not help himself.
How else could he work but in a fashion which is breathtakingly
magnificent and beautiful? And when men in their rapacious
greed hack God’s world to pieces, the Lord in his mercy raises



up talented men who campaign to save the rain forests, save
the species, and save whole areas from systematic destruction.
 
Everything that is good in this world of ours can be traced to the
Creator of the universe. All good that we see points to Christ,
the upholder of it all. He is the only Savior, for salvation is found
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
to men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). Every beautiful
thing, every star, every flower, and everything that is good
points to him who is the chief of ten thousand, the altogether
glorious Savior. To him all men are invited this day. 

See him set forth before your eyes, That precious, bleeding
sacrifice! 
His offered benefits embrace, And freely now be saved by
grace. 
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